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Lake Toxaway United Methodist Church 

Community Worship Service & Communion 

Second Sunday after Pentecost, June 2nd  

 

9:30 A.M. Livestream is now available via the LTUMC YouTube channel:  
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCgtuJe20i8DN7S_Cfg1sWCg  

 

RINGING OF THE BELL 

PRELUDE 

Be Thou My Vision     Dale Wood 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP  

The One who called Samuel from the darkness 

continues to say: “Let light shine out of darkness.” 

The light of Christ shines all around us. 

The One who searches us and knows us 

hems us in, behind and before. 

We are fearfully and wonderfully made. 

Let us worship a God who surprises us at every turn. 

HYMN #66 
Praise, My Soul, the King of Heaven 

Located in the back of the bulletin - (Printed w/ permission) 

OPENING PRAYER 

Lord of the Sabbath, when our spirits feel withered, 

we yearn to touch your healing power. 

Be with us in our hour of worship 

and become the joy of our salvation. 

Our mouths long to sing your praise 

and our eyes long to behold your glory. 

In your holy name, we pray.  Amen. 

  

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCgtuJe20i8DN7S_Cfg1sWCg
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SCRIPTURE READINGS 

1 Samuel 3:1-10, (11-20) 

3:1 Now the boy Samuel was ministering to the LORD under Eli. The word of the LORD 
was rare in those days; visions were not widespread. 

3:2 At that time Eli, whose eyesight had begun to grow dim so that he could not see, 
was lying down in his room; 

3:3 the lamp of God had not yet gone out, and Samuel was lying down in the temple of 
the LORD, where the ark of God was. 

3:4 Then the LORD called, "Samuel! Samuel!" and he said, "Here I am!" 

3:5 and ran to Eli, and said, "Here I am, for you called me." But he said, "I did not call; 
lie down again." So he went and lay down. 

3:6 The LORD called again, "Samuel!" Samuel got up and went to Eli, and said, "Here I 
am, for you called me." But he said, "I did not call, my son; lie down again." 

3:7 Now Samuel did not yet know the LORD, and the word of the LORD had not yet been 
revealed to him. 

3:8 The LORD called Samuel again, a third time. And he got up and went to Eli, and said, 
"Here I am, for you called me." Then Eli perceived that the LORD was calling the 
boy. 

3:9 Therefore Eli said to Samuel, "Go, lie down; and if he calls you, you shall say, 'Speak, 
LORD, for your servant is listening.'" So Samuel went and lay down in his place. 

3:10 Now the LORD came and stood there, calling as before, "Samuel! Samuel!" And 
Samuel said, "Speak, for your servant is listening." 

3:11 Then the LORD said to Samuel, "See, I am about to do something in Israel that will 
make both ears of anyone who hears of it tingle. 

3:12 On that day I will fulfill against Eli all that I have spoken concerning his house, from 
beginning to end. 

3:13 For I have told him that I am about to punish his house forever, for the iniquity that 
he knew, because his sons were blaspheming God, and he did not restrain them. 

3:14 Therefore I swear to the house of Eli that the iniquity of Eli's house shall not be 
expiated by sacrifice or offering forever." 

3:15 Samuel lay there until morning; then he opened the doors of the house of the LORD. 
Samuel was afraid to tell the vision to Eli. 

3:16 But Eli called Samuel and said, "Samuel, my son." He said, "Here I am." 

3:17 Eli said, "What was it that he told you? Do not hide it from me. May God do so to you 
and more also, if you hide anything from me of all that he told you." 

3:18 So Samuel told him everything and hid nothing from him. Then he said, "It is the 
LORD; let him do what seems good to him." 
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3:19 As Samuel grew up, the LORD was with him and let none of his words fall to the 
ground. 

3:20 And all Israel from Dan to Beer-sheba knew that Samuel was a trustworthy prophet 
of the LORD. 

Psalm 139:1-6, 13-18 (Psalter Lesson – Please read the bold text) 
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2 Corinthians 4:5-12 (Epistle Reading) 

4:5 For we do not proclaim ourselves; we proclaim Jesus Christ as Lord and ourselves as 
your slaves for Jesus' sake. 

4:6 For it is the God who said, "Let light shine out of darkness," who has shone in our 
hearts to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus 
Christ. 

4:7 But we have this treasure in clay jars, so that it may be made clear that this 
extraordinary power belongs to God and does not come from us. 

4:8 We are afflicted in every way, but not crushed; perplexed, but not driven to despair; 

4:9 persecuted, but not forsaken; struck down, but not destroyed; 

4:10 always carrying in the body the death of Jesus, so that the life of Jesus may also be 
made visible in our bodies. 

4:11 For while we live, we are always being given up to death for Jesus' sake, so that the 
life of Jesus may be made visible in our mortal flesh. 

4:12 So death is at work in us, but life in you. 

Mark 2:23-3:6 (Please stand for the Gospel) 

2:23 One sabbath he was going through the grainfields; and as they made their way his 
disciples began to pluck heads of grain. 

2:24 The Pharisees said to him, "Look, why are they doing what is not lawful on the 

sabbath?" 

2:25 And he said to them, "Have you never read what David did when he and his 
companions were hungry and in need of food? 

2:26 He entered the house of God, when Abiathar was high priest, and ate the bread of 
the Presence, which it is not lawful for any but the priests to eat, and he gave some 
to his companions." 

2:27 Then he said to them, "The sabbath was made for humankind, and not humankind 

for the sabbath; 

2:28 so the Son of Man is lord even of the sabbath." 

3:1 Again he entered the synagogue, and a man was there who had a withered hand. 

3:2 They watched him to see whether he would cure him on the sabbath, so that they 
might accuse him. 

3:3 And he said to the man who had the withered hand, "Come forward." 

3:4 Then he said to them, "Is it lawful to do good or to do harm on the sabbath, to save 
life or to kill?" But they were silent. 
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3:5 He looked around at them with anger; he was grieved at their hardness of heart and 
said to the man, "Stretch out your hand." He stretched it out, and his hand was 
restored. 

3:6 The Pharisees went out and immediately conspired with the Herodians against him, 

how to destroy him. 

L: This is the word of the Lord for the people of Christ. 

P: Thanks be to God. 

SERMON 

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH #881 (The Apostles’ Creed) 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth; 

And in Jesus Christ his only Son, our Lord; 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, dead, and buried; 
the third day he rose from the dead; 
he ascended into heaven, 
and sitteth at the right hand of God the Father Almighty; 
from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

THE GLORIA PATRI #70 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in the 
beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end.  Amen. Amen. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

PASTORAL PRAYER 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION  

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.  

(Let us offer our silent confessions.) 

Most merciful God, 

we confess that we have sinned against you 

in thought, word, and deed, 

by what we have done, 

and by what we have left undone. 
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We have not loved you with our whole heart; 

we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 

We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 

For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 

have mercy on us and forgive us; 

that we may delight in your will, 

and walk in your ways, 

to the glory of your name.  Amen. 

WORDS OF ASSURANCE 

If we confess our sins, 

God is faithful and just, 

and will forgive our sins 

and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

In the name of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven! Amen. 

OFFERING 

https://www.wnccumc.org/online-donations-to-churches 

OFFERTORY 

Be Thou with Me     J. S. Bach 

DOXOLOGY #95 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 

Gracious God, in awe of your omniscience, we offer our gifts today. Just as 
you intimately know us, help us understand and trust in your vastness. As we 
reflect on our beliefs, may our stewardship reflect our trust in your guiding 
hand. Guide us to embody our creed, living as a community of faith in love, 
service, and action. Though your essence surpasses our comprehension, we 
find comfort in our relationship with you. As we declare our faith, may it 
ignite our actions, echoing your love and care for all creation. Bless these 
offerings as a symbol of our commitment to live out our beliefs. Amen. 

HYMN OF PREPARATION FOR HOLY COMMUNION #463 

Lord, Speak to Me 
Located in the back of the bulletin - (Printed w/ permission) 

 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them up to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

https://www.wnccumc.org/online-donations-to-churches
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The pastor gives thanks and remembers God’s acts of salvation, and concludes:…and 

so, with your people on earth and all the company of heaven, we praise your name and 

join their unending hymn: 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might.  Heaven  

and earth are full of your glory.  Hosanna in the highest.  Blessed is he who 

comes in the name of the Lord.   

Hosanna in the highest. 

The pastor continues the thanksgiving.  The institution of the Lord’s Supper is recalled.  

The pastor concludes:...and so, in remembrance of these your mighty acts in Jesus 

Christ, we offer ourselves in praise and thanksgiving as a holy and living sacrifice, in 

union with Christ’s offering  

for us, as we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again. 

 

The pastor invokes the present work of the Holy Spirit and then praises  

the Trinity, concluding:...all honor and glory is yours, almighty God, now and forever.  

Amen. 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER #895 

BREAKING THE BREAD 

GIVING THE BREAD AND CUP 

COMMUNION PRAYER 

Eternal God, we give you thanks for this holy mystery in which you have 

given yourself to us.  Grant that we may go into the world in the strength of 

your Spirit, to give ourselves to others, in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord.  

Amen. 

CLOSING HYMN #451 

Be Thou My Vision 
Located in the back of the bulletin - (Printed with permission) 

 

BENEDICTION 

CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE #393 

Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me.  Spirit of the living God, fall afresh 
on me.  Melt me, mold me, fill me, use me.  Spirit of the living God, fall afresh 
on me.  Amen. 

POSTLUDE (Please be seated) 
 

Trumpet Tune     William Boyce 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Thank You Planting Volunteers 

Thank you to all the volunteers who helped plant on the new west rock wall and railroad tie wall 
around the parish hall.  The Toxaway Falls Garden Club supported this endeavor with a financial 
donation and volunteers. 

Outreach Update 

Your LTUMC Outreach Committee annually disperses to scholars and Transylvania County non-
profits at least 50% of the general annual collections. The 2023 congregational financial support 
to these entities and young people totaled over $155,000.00. 
 
If you would be interested in being an advisor to a scholar, please reach out to Fred Markert at 
fredmarkert47@gmail.com.  You can do it remotely. 

Bible Study 

We are having a new Bible study starting on Sundays with Don Henderson leading it.  Please see him 
after the service or e-mail him at bacpac@comporium.net.  

Our Daily Bread Devotionals 

The new Our Daily Bread devotionals are at each entrance of the sanctuary. 

Parish Building Consecration – June 30th  

We will consecrate our new parish building on Sunday, June 30th 2:30-4:30 PM.  It will be open to 
the public and children are welcome. 

LTUMC Name Tags  

Please let Saunders know if you want a name tag (specify your name, magnetic or pin style). Please 
email her at administrator@laketoxawayumc.org.  

 

PRAYER CONCERNS OF THE COMMUNITY 

Please pray for those who have long-term illness, health concerns and special 
intentions. 

Please pray for those having or had a surgery and their recovery.  Especially for 
Patricia Simmons who is having surgery on 6/5. 

Our heartfelt prayers for all who have experienced the recent passing of a loved one 

Please continue to pray for our student scholars, our local students, teachers and staff as 
the school year is drawing to a close. 

STAFF & LAY VOLUNTEERS 

Pastor:  Marcus Dodson: 828-553-0282, marcus61dodson@gmail.com 
Organist:  Charlie Steele: cwsorgan@comporium.net  
Church Administrator: Saunders Grommesh, 469-569-2314, administrator@laketoxawayumc.org 
Lay Leader: Paula Markert: 828-553-9434 
Audio/Visual for Livestream Chair: Joe Haraschak 813-918-1916  
Liturgist: Brian Singleton 
 
Hymns are located on the next few pages and used with permission via One License #737113-A   

mailto:fredmarkert47@gmail.com
mailto:bacpac@comporium.net
mailto:administrator@laketoxawayumc.org
mailto:marcus61dodson@gmail.com
mailto:cwsorgan@comporium.net
mailto:administrator@laketoxawayumc.org
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